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FALL OF BEJAR

AND

sSurrender of General Cos!!

Heap Quintuns, VorosTeEen Anxy,
3 Besan, Decesnen 14, 1530
IXCELLENCY THE PRrOVISIONAL
Goverxonrn of Texas.

=IR,

1 have the satisfaection to enclose a copy
ol eolonel Johnson's necount of the storm-
ing and surrender of San Antonio de Bejar,
to which I have little to add that can in nny
way incrcease the lustre of this brillinnt
achievement, to the federal arms of the vo-
lunteer army under my command; and
which will, 1 trust, prove the downfall of the
hist position of malitnry despotism in our
soil of freedom.

At three o'clock in the morning of the
5th instant, colonel Neil, with a picee of
artillery, protected by captain Roberts and
his eompany. was sent across the river, to
attnck at five o'clock, the Alamo, on the
north side, to draw the attention of the ene-
my {rom the advanee of the divisions whiel
Lind to attoek the suburbg of the town, under
colonels Milam and Johnson,  This service
was effected to my entire satisfaction; and
the party returned to eamp at nine o'clock,
:,i.- :\Iq

On the advance of the attacking divi-
siong, 1 formed all the reserve, with the ex-
ception of the guard neeessary to protect
the eamp, at the old oull position ; and held
mysell in ' readiness to advance, in case of
necessity, to assist when required; and
shortly afterwards passed into the suburbs
to reconoitre, where I found all going on
prosperously, and retired with the reserve
to the COn. several ]1411'1!i+.*.~s were sent out
mounted, under eaptnins Cheshire, Cole-
man, and Roberts, to scour the country,
and endeavor to intercept Ugartechen, who
wis expected, and nltimately foreed an en-
trv, with reinforecements for general Cos.
Captains Cheshire, Sutherland, and Lewis,
with their companies, were sent in as rein-
foreements to colonel John=on, during the
period of attack ; nod captaims Splane, Ruth,
and lentenant Borden, with their compa-
nies, torether withh heutenont-colonels So-
merville and Sublett, were kept in readi-
ness as turther assistanee il required. On
the evening of the 2th, a party from the
Alamo, of about fifty men, passed up in front
of our eamp nud u|wllu-|| a brisk fire, but
without effect ; they wore soon obliged to
retire precipitately, by opening a six pound-
er on them, commanded by eaptaan Hun-
ninzs, by sending a party acress the river,
and by the advance of captain Bradley’s
company, who were stationed above.

T HIS

On the morning of the Hth, in conse-
qence of advice from colonel Johnson, of a
flag of truce having been sent in, 1o inti-
mate w desire to enpitulate; I proeceded to
town, and by two o'clock, A. M. of the 10th,
a treaty was finally coneluded by the com-
missioners appointed, to which 1 acceded
immedintely, deeming the terms highly fo-
varahle, considering the strong ||n:u'itirm ol
large foree of the enemy, which could not
b less than thirteen hundred effective men
one thousand one hundred and five having
left this morning with genernl Cos, besides
three companies and several small parties
whieh separated from him in consequence
of the fourth article of the treaty.

Ln addition to a copy of the treaty, marked
No. 1, I enclose n list, No. 2, of all the
villualle property eeded to us by virtue of
the cupitulation.

Cieneral Cos left this morning for th © mis-

sion of San Jose, anmwl to-morrow commen-
ees his march to the Rio Grande, after com-
plying with all that had been stipulated.

I cannot conclude this despateh without
expressing in the warmest terms, my entire
approbation of every officer and soldier
the army, and particularly those who so gal-
lnutly volunteered to storm the town, which 1
have the honer to commund, aml 1o say that
their bravery and zeal on the present ocean-
sion, merit the warmest eulogies which 1
can confer, and the geatitude of their coun-
try. The gallant leader of the storming
party, colonel Benjamin R. Milam, fell glo-
riously on the third day, and his memory
will be dear to Texas as long as there ex-
ists o grateful heart to feel, or a friend of
liberty to lument his worth.  His place was
most ably filled by eolonel F. Y. Johnson,
adjutant-general of the army, whose conl-
ness and prudenee, nnited to daring hrave-
ry, could alone have bronght matters to so
sueeessful an end, with so very small a loss,
agninst o superior a foree, and such strong
fortifications. Mo his shining merits on this
oecasion, I bore oceular testimony during
the five days action,

[ have also to contribute my praise to
major Bennet, quarter-master general, for
the diligencee and snecess with which he sup-
plicdd both armios durine the sigge and
storm. ' PR

These despatches, with o hst of Killed
and wounded, will be handed 1o your Ex-
celleney by my first aid-de-camp, colonel
William T. Austin, who was present as a
voluuteer during the five days’ storm, and
whos=e conduet on this and every other ocea-
siom, merits my warmest praise.

To-morrow, I leave the garrison and
town under command of colonel Johuson,
with o sufficient number of men and officers
to sustain the same in ens=e of attaek, until
assisted from the colonies: sothat your Ex-
cellency may consider our conquest as sufli-
ciently secured against every attem)i of the
enemy. 'The rest of the army will retire
to their homes.

I have the honor to be
Your Exeellency’s o't sery't,
EDWARD BURLESOXN,
Commander-in-Chief of the
Folunteer Army.

e —————

GEN'L Burneson, CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF
OF THE FEDERAL VOLUNTEER ARMY OF
TEXAS.

Sir,—I have the honor to aequaint you,
that on the morning of the Sth inst., the
volunteers for storming the eity of Bejar,
possessed by the troops of general Cos, en-
tered the suburbs in two divigions, under the
command of colonel Benjnmin R, Milam.
The first division, under his  imanediate
eommad, aided by major R, C. Morris, and
the second, under my command, aided by
colonels Grant and Austin, and adjutant
Brister.

The first division, l.*i:-hﬂi:‘-ltln;.:* of the com-
pumes of captains York, Patten, Lewellyn,
Crane, English, and Landrum, with two
pieces, and fifteen artillerymen commanded
by licutenant-colonel Franks, took possession
of the house of Don Antonio de ls Garza.
The second division, composed of the com-
pamies of captaing Cook, Swisher, Edwards,
Alley, Dunean, Peacock, Brecee, and Pla-
cido Bepavides, ook possession of the
house of Berrimendi.  The last division

waz exposed for a short time to u very
heavy fire of grape and musketry from
the whole of the encmy's line of fortificn-
tion, until the guns of the first division
opened their fire, when the enemy's atten-
tion was direeted to both divisions. AL 7
o'clock, a heavy eannonading from the town
wns seconded by n well direeted fire from
the Alamo, which for o time prevented the
po=sthility of’ covermez our lines, or cllecting
u sale communication between the two divi-
siong.  In consequence of the twelve pound-
er having been dismounted, and the want
of proper cover for the other gun, little
exceution was done by our artillery, during
the day. We were, therefore, reduced to a
close and well direeted fire from our rifies,
which, notwithstanding the advantageons
position of the encmy, obliged them to
slucken their fire, and severnl times to

abandon their artillery, within the range of

sur shot.  OQur loss during this day was one
private Killed, one colotel and one first
lentenant severely wonnded ; one colonel
slightly, three privates dangerously, six se-
verely, and three slightly.  During the whole
of the might, the two divisions were oecu-
pied in strengthening their positions, open-
mg trenches, and effecting a safe commu-
nieatlon, althoughexposed to a hieavy eross-
ire from the enemy, which sinckened to-
vards morning. | mav remark thatthe want
af rtools rendered this undertaking
donbly arduous. At davlieht of the Gih,
the enemy were observed to have oceupied
the tops of the houses in our front, where,
under the eover of breastworks, they opened
through loop holes, a very birisk fire of small
arms# ononr whole line, followed by a steady
cannonading from the town, in front, and
the Alamo on the left flank; with few in-
tervuptions during the day. A detachment
of eaptain Crane's company, under lieate-
nant W. MeDonald, followed by others, gal-
lantly possessed themselves, nuder n severe
fire, of the house to the right, and in ad-
vanee of the first division, which consider-

ably extended our line: while the rest of

the army wns occupied in returning the
encmy s fire and strengthening our trench-
eg, which enabled onr artillery to do some
execution, and complete a =afe communica-
tion from right to left.

Our loss this day amounted to three pri-
vales severely wounded, and two slightly.
During the night the fire from the enemy
was inconsideruble, and our people were
pecupied in making and filling sand bags,
and otherwise strengthening our lines. At
day light on the 7ih, it was discovered tha
the enemy had, doring the night previous,
opened o trench on the Alamo side of the
river, and on the left flunk, as well as
strengthening  their battery on the cross
street leading to the Alamo.  From the
hrst they opened a brisk fire of small arms;
From the last a heavy eannonade, as well as
small arms, which was kept up until eleven
o'cloek, when they were silenced by our su-
perior fire.  Ahout twelve o’clock, Henry
Carns, of eaptain York’s company, exposed
to a heavy fire from the enemy, gallantly
advaneed to a house in front of the first di-
sion, nnd with a erow bar forced an en-
trence, into which the whole of the company
immediately followed him, and made a se-
cure lodgment.  In the evening, the enemy
renewed o heavy fire from all the positions
which could bear npon us; and at half-past
three o'clock, as our gallant commander,
colonel Milam, was passing into the vard of

my poe=ition, he received a rifle shot in the
head, which caunsed his instant death; an
i:l‘t'ﬂ.tlill'llhlt_‘. loss at so critical a moment:
Our casualties, otherwise, during this day,
were only two privates slightly wounded.

At a meeting of officers held at seven
o'clock, I was invested with the chief com-
mand ; amd major Morris, as my second,
Al ten o'cloek, P. M. Captains Llewellyn,
Enghsh, Crane, and Landrun, with their
respective companies, foreed their way inco,
nnd took possession of the house of Don J.
Antonio Navarro, an advanced and impor-
tant position close to the square. The fire
of the enemy interrupted and slack during
the whole night, and the weather exceed-
ingly colid and wet.

The morning of the Bth continued cold
and wet, and but little firing on either side.
At nine o'clock the same companies who
took possession of Don J. Antonio Navar-
ro’s house, nided by a detachment of the
Grays, advaneed, and occupied the Zam-
brano row, leading to the square, without
any accident., The brave eonduet, on this
oceasion, of Willinm Grabam, of Cook’s
compuny of Grays, merits mention. A
heavy fire of artillery and small arms was
epened on this position by the enemy, who
disputed every inch of ground; and, after
suffering a severe loss in officers and —an
were hliged to retive from room to room,
nntil at last they evacuated the whole house.
During this time our men were reinforced
by a detachment from York's company,
under command of lieutenant Gill. .

The cannonading from the camp was ex-
ceedingly heavy from all quarters during
the day, but did no essential damage.

Our loss consisted of one captain seriously
wounded. and two privates severely. At
7 o'clock, P. M. the party in Zambrano's
Row were reinforeed by captains Swisher,
Alley, Edwards, and Duncan, and their re-
spective companies,

This evening we had undoubted informa-
tion of the arrival of a strong reinforcement
to the enemy, under colonel Uszurtechea.
At half past ten o'clock, P. M. captains
Cook and Patton, with the company of New
Orlean’s Grays, and a compuny of Brazorin
volunteers, forced their way into the priest's
house in the square, although exposed to
the fire of a battery of three guns, and a
large hody of musketeers.

Before this, however, the division was
reinforced from the reserve, by cuptains
t‘hv.-:uhir:_', Lewis, and Sutherland, with their
compunes.

Lmediately after we got possession of
the priest’s house, the encmy opened a furi-
ous cannonade from all their batteries, ne-
companied by incessant volleys of small
arms against every honse in our possession,
and every part of our lines, which continued
unceasingly until halt’ past six o'clock, A, M.
of the 9th, when they sent a flag of truce,
with an intimation that they desired to ¢a-
pritulate. Commissioners were immedintely
named by both parties; and herewith 1 ge-
compuny you a copy of the terms agreed
UpoL.

"L‘FIII‘ loss in this night attack, consisted
of one man only, (Belden, of the Grays,)
dungerously wounded, while in the et of
spking a enznon.

To attempt o give you a faint iden of
the mirepid conduct of the gallant citizens
who formed the division under my com-
manwe during the whole period of the at-
tack. ould be a task of no common nature,



und far above the power of my pen. All
behaved with the bravery peculiar to free-
wmen, and with a decision becoming the sa-
cred cause of liberty,

To signalize every individual aet of gal-
fantry, where no individual was found want-
ing to himself or to his country, would be a
uscless and endless effort.  Every man has
merited my warmest approbation, and de-
serves his conntry's aratitude.

The memory of colonel B. R. Milam, the
leader of this daring and suceessful attack,
deserves to be cherished by every patriotie
bosom in Texas.

I feel indebted to the able assistance of
colonel Grant, (severely wounded the first
day,) colonel Aunstin, majors Morris and
Moore, adjutant Bristow, lieutenant eolonel
Fruunks of the artillery, and every captain
(names already given) who entered with
either division, from the morning of the 5th,
until the day of eapitulation.

Doctors Levy and Pollard also deserye
my warmest praise, from their unremitted
nttention and assiduity,

Dr. Cameron’s conduet during the siege
and treaty of capitulation, merits partieular
mention: the guides, Messrs, Erastus Smith,
Norwich, Arnold, and Jolin W. Smith, per-
formed important service; and T eannot
conelude without expressing my thanks to
the resorve under your command, for such
assistance as eould be afforded me during
our most eritical movements,

The period put to our present war by the
full of Sun Antonio de Bejar, will, I 'I‘rnﬁt,
be attended with all the happy results to
Texas, which her warmest friends could de-
sire.

I have the honor to subseribe myself,

Your most obedient servant,
(Signed,) F. W. JOHNSTON,
Colonel Commanding.
A true copy of the original,
W, T. Aystin,
Aid-de-camp.

= — = = —r g e——n

CAPITULATION.

Lintered into by general Martin Perfoe o de
Cos, of the Permanent troops, and gencral
Edward Burleson, of the Colonial troops
of Teras.

Being desirous of preventing the further
effusion of blood, and the ravages of civil
war, have agreed on the following stipula-
Flons L

1st. That general Cos aml his officers
retire with their arms and private property,
mto the interior of the republie, under pa-
role of honor; that they will not in any way
oppose the re-establishment of the federal
Constitution of 1524,

2d. That the one hundred infantey lately
arrived with the eonviets, the remnant of
the hattalion of Morclos, and the cavalry,
retive with the generanl: taking their arms
and ten rounds of cartridges for their mus-
kets. |

S3d. That the general take the convicts
brought in by colonel Ugnrtechea, beyond
the Rio Grande,

4th. That it s diseretionary with the
troops to follow their general, remain, or
go to such poimt as they may deem proper:
but in ease they should all or any of them
separate, they are to have their arms, &e.

Sth. That all the publie property, money,
arms and munitions of war, be inventoried
and delivered to general Burleson.

Gth. That all private property be restor-
ed to its proper owners.

Tth. That three officers of each army be
appointed to make ont the mventory, and
gee that the terms of the capitulation be
earried into effect.

Sth. That three officers on the part of
genernl Cos remain for the purpose of de-
livering over the said property, stores, &c.

Oth. That general Cos with his foree, for
the present, oceupy the Alamo; and gene-
ral Burleson, with his foree, occupy the
town of Bejar; and thar the soldiers of
neither party pass to the other, armed.

10th. General Cos shall, within six days
from the date hereof, remove hiz foree from
the garrison he now occupies.

Lth. In addition to the arms before men-
tioned, general Cos shall be permitted 1o
take with his foree, a four-pounder, and ten
rounds of powder and ball.

12th. The officers appointed to make the
inventory and delivery ol the stores, &e.
shall enter upon the duties to which they
have been appointed, forthwith.

13th. The eitizens shall be protected in
their persons and property.

Ldth. General Burleson will furnish gene-
ral Cos with such provisions as ean be ob-
tained, necessary for his troops to the Rio
Girande, at the ordinary price of the conntry.

15th. The sick and wounded of general
Cos’s army, together with a surgeon and
attendants, are permitted to remain.

16th. No person, vither citizen or soldier,
to be molested on aecount of his political
opinions hitherto expressed.

17th. That duplieates of this eapitulation
he made out in Castilian and English, and
signed by the commissioners appointed, and
ratified by the commanders of both armies.

i5th. The prisoners of both armies, up
to this day, shall be put at liberty.

The commissioners, Jose Juan Sanchez,
adjutant inspeetor; Don Ramon Musquiz,
pnid Teatenamt Franeisco Rada, and intor-
preder, Don. ':"r:liﬂ;ul;d Arciniegn ;. appointed
l‘.:l. hrlljr 1;_;“.;11.-“”:]“1 {'l.:ull iu.ulji:w.;.;ggnm
Aartin Perlegio de Cos, i conneelion wi
colonel P H,Jd!ﬂ:mpmjnr?ﬂh Mox-
ris, und eaptain J. G. Swisher, and inter-
preter, John Cameron; appointed on the
part of general Edward Burleson: after a
long and serious discussiog, adopted the
cighteen preceding articles, reserving their
ratification by the generals of both armies,

In virtue of which, we have signed this
instrument in the city of Bejar, on the 11
of December, 15335,

Signed,

Jost Juax Saxougz,

Ravion Musquiz,

J. Francizco nE Rapa,

Micver ArciNiEGa,
Interpreter.

F. W. Jouxsrox,

RoperT C, Monrris,

JameEs G. SwisneR,

Joun Camerox,
Interpreter.

I congent to, and will observe the nhove
articles,

(Signed,)
MARTIN PERFECTO DE COS,

Ratified and approved.

(Signed,)
EDWARD BURLESON,
Commander-in-chief of the
Folunteer Army.

A true copy.

Enwarp BurLesox,
Commander-in-chicf.

INVENTORY,

Showing the picces of , Artillery, Muskets,
Cannons, Leances, and Ammunition, which,
on this date, are delivered to the Commis-
stoners appointed by the Commander-in-
chicf of the Folunteer Army of Texas, by
those commassioned for the purpose by the
Commandant, general Don Martin Per-
feeto de Cos,

IN BEJAR
30 useless muskets,
T empty ammunition chests,
17 muskets.
bugle
hoxes ammunition.
FOAIINEr,
lanthorn.
large cannon.
swivels.
four-pound eannon, mounted.
boxes ammunition.
drims,
hoxes with 66 hats and 49 blankets,
of the company of lancers.
bale with 12 dozen blankets.
four-pound eannon, mounted.
chinesco,
trumpets,
clarions,
lerge clarion,
cymbals,

- O e e e D
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IN THE ALAMOD.

2 four-pound cannon, mounted.

2 smnll brass ditto.

I four-pound ficld piece.

1 ditto three-pounder, complete.

COIINCT,

cannon, four-pounder, with carriage
and rammer.

iron eculverine, of S-inch ealibre,
mounted.

howitzer of S-inch calibre.

cannon, six-pounder.

tield piece, tour-pounder.

cannon, 1 ce-pounder, mounted.

ditee sia-ponnder, mounted.
aliiies ud muskois:

IN THE ARSENAL.

musket cartridges.
2 eartouch boxes,
bags grape shot.
9 ditto with cartridges.
swivel worms,
= howitzer ditto.
small eannon eartridges.,
15 packoges musket cartridges.
10 port fires.
16 swivel worms.
40 swivel cartridges.
1 bag containing one hundred pounds
of powder.
o) paeknges eartridges.
16 ditto ditto
1 box eartridges, damp.
I box musket cartridges.
1 box powder,
1200 musket cartridges.
I ammunition box with twenty ean-
non balls.
10 quick matehes.
1 box howitzer worms.
4 boxes musket eartridges.
< ammunition boxes with forty can-
non balls.
1 mateh cord.
1 box howitzer worms.
1 box eartridges.
2 ditto  ditto.
1 box 26 stands of grape.

Lo g

I box musket cartridges.
I bag of powder.
1 bag of gun flints.
1 drum.
15 carabines, out of order.
11 packages eannon ball.
I piece small ordnance.

Delivered by Manchaca.

67 muskets.
15 coats.
9 mun locks.
49 duck jackets.
1 bunch of wire.
# bars of steel.
I small ditto of iron.
1 buneh flax thread.
15 sheins sewing silk.
63 duck jackets.
2 barrels containing one hundred and
sixty-six bayonets.
) aparejos.
2% lances.
I pair seales with weights.
1 piece of linsey.,
950 muskets with bayonets,
13 lances.

Bejar, December 13, 1835,

Delivered by
Juax CorTina,
J. Francisco pE Rapa,
Fraxcizco HERRERA.

Reeeived by
James CHESHIRE,

Wirrian G. Coox,
W. H. Parrox.

Copy.
. W. JOHNSON,
Colonel Commanding.

Covscin. Havr, 3ax Fruer o AvstTin,
Deceunrsn 15, 3

L

On motion of Mr. Barrett,

Reeolvedd, That the Genetal Covnnl focd
that o better or more suitable report ean
he made to the people of Pexas, and to the
world, of the brilnant storming and taking
of Bejar, than that contained in the returns
of the brave officers who have communi-
cated their achievements to the Provisional
Government ; and that the same be siven
to the printer for publication, and that five
hundred copies, in hand-bill form, be printed
as soon as possible.

JAMES W. ROBINSON,
Lieuwtenant Governor, and
ex-officio President of the
Gieneral Council.

Jonx J. Linn,
DAxIEL. PARKER,
D. C. BARRETT,
ALEXANDER THOMPSON,
Joux McMuLLEN,
C. Wesr,
J. D. CLEMENTS,
As=a MiTcHeLL,
WryarT Haxgs,
W. P. Harnis,
K. R. RovaLy,
Janes Kern,
Wirriam MENIFEE,
Javes Powens,
Hexny MiLLARD.

E. M. Peasg,

Secretary to General Council.
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